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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 3324 


E.O.: 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, NI 

SUB J : MILITARY PAY BOOST 

REF: LAGOS 1551 

1. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, ARMED 
FORCES EVIDENTLY HAVE NOW RECEIVED PROMISED SALARY BOOST 
(REFTEL) AND HAVE COLLECTED AT LEAST PART OF EXPECTED ARREARS 
PAYMENTS. NEW PAY SCALES HAVE NOT BEEN MADE PUBLIC, BUT 
REPORTS AVAILABLE THUS FAR SUGGEST INCREASES RANGING UP TO 

80 PERCENT IN OFFICER RANKS. NIGERIAN OBSERVER, ONLY PAPER TO 
REPORT SALARY AWARD TO ARMED FORCES, ESTIMATED TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF ONE- YEAR ARREARS PAYMENTS AT PUAST $195 MILLION. 

2. REPORTS REACHING EMBASSY INDICATE THAT INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 
OF ARMED FORCES HAVE BEEN CAUTIONED AGAINST CONSPICIOUS 
DISPLUQ OF THEIR WEALTH. WITH AT LEAST SOME OFFICERS 
ORDERED WEAR MUFTI WHEN MAKING LARGE PURCHASES FROM THEIR 
ARREARS PAYMENTS. 

3. DAO REPORTING FURTHER DETAILS. 

4. COMMENT: FMG CLEARLY SENSITIVE TO POTENTIAL FOR DISCONTENT 
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INCREASES ARE TOO GENEROUS COMPARED TO THEIR OWN. HOWEVER, 

SECRETIVE APPROACH TO PAYMENT OF ARREARS AND CONCEALMENT THUS 
FAR OF NEW PAY SCALES LIKELY SERVE ONLY TO STIMULATE RUMORS 
WHICH HAVE BEEN RIFE FOR SEVERAL MONTHS AND THUS PRODUCE EFFECT 
EXACTLY OPPOSITE TO THAT DESIRED BY FMG LEADERSHIP. NIGERIAN 
TRIBUNE, WHICH HAS EDITORIALIZED ON SUBJECT PREVIOUSLY, AGAIN 
CALLED APRIL 5 FOR PROMPT DISCLOSURE OF ARMED FORCES PAY SCALES, 

BUT IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER FMG WILL IMPLEMENT GENERAL 

EJOOR'S PROMISE TO PUBLISH NEW SALARY STRUCTURE BEFORE IT LEAKS 
(AS IT SOON MUST) INTO PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

CROSBY 
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